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Colours Matter The Most

e Utmost care should be exercised in the preanalytical phase of blood tests for accurate
results.

* Preanalytical phase: Is the time starting from collection of blood from the patient till the
timeitreachesthelaboratory.
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» Factors affecting the preanalytical phase are:

* Precise blood collection,

* Bloodvolume collected,

* Colourofthetubes used for different types of blood tests,
» Timetakentotransportblood samplestothelaboratory.

* Process of blood collection: Needs to be collected by a trained technician who knows the
entire process.

» Blood collection should not be done from IV cannula / arm in which IV infusion is being
given.

e Propermixing of anticoagulant and blood should be done.
* Blood volume collected till the mark on the respective tubes.

e Time taken to transport samples to the laboratory — should be within half an hour of
collection.
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