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Secondary Syphilis

Secondary syphilis manifests in various ways. It usually presents with a cutaneous erup�on 
within 2-10 weeks a�er the primary chancre and is most florid 3-4 months a�er infec�on. The 
erup�on may be subtle; 25% of pa�ents may be unaware of skin changes. Mul�ple annular 
plaques are o�en seen, as shown if the figure. 

Treatment of syphilis includes the following:

Ÿ Penicillin is the drug of choice to treat syphilis.

Ÿ Doxycycline is the best alterna�ve for trea�ng early and late latent syphilis. 

Ÿ CDC recommends the use of the RPR-based screening algorithm. When there is a low 
epidemiologic risk or clinical probability of syphilis, the posi�ve predic�ve value of an 
isolated unconfirmed reac�ve treponemal chemoluminescence test or enzyme 
immunoassay is low.
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